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III. 
A PAGE OF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENCE. 



UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF MR. STANTON TO MR. BUCHANAN. 

[The editor of the " North American Review " hopes that it is 
no longer necessary for him to assure his readers that he takes part 
neither with the Trojans nor with the Tynans in any of the vari- 
ous controversies which have so far heen evoked from time to time 
by contributors to these pages. It is only by way, therefore, of 
what the lawyers call " abundant caution," that the editor has 
thought it well to request his readers to remember this while read- 
ing the interesting extracts from the " Diary of a Public Man " in 
1861, which he is now laying before them ; and that he now re- 
minds them of it in connection with the even more interesting let- 
ters of the late Mr. Stanton to the late President Buchanan, which 
appear below. 

These letters were handed to the editor for publication by a 
distinguished gentleman, who desires that his name may not for the 
present be made known, and into whose possession they came in- 
directly from a collection of private papers left by the late President 
Buchanan. Of their authenticity no more doubt can be entertained 
than of the importance of the light which they throw upon that 
twilight period just preceding the outbreak of the civil war, about 
which so little has ever been definitely and accurately known, and 
the interest of which grows with every passing day and month and 
year. As will be seen, these letters of Mr. Stanton bear directly 
upon the very grave and momentous events treated of in the ex- 
tracts which we give in the present number from the contempora- 
neous "Diary of a Public Man." When we remember that Mr. 
Stanton, at the time when these letters were written, was bitterly 
opposed to Mr. Seward, and indeed to the whole Administration of 
Mr. Lincoln, while the diarist, on the contrary, lived in friendly and 
familiar relations with Mr. Seward, and was evidently more inclined 
to support than to assail Mr. Lincoln, the corroborative value of 
the letters to the diary and of the diary to the letters will be 
evident. Between them they illuminate one of the most trying 
and important epochs of our own history, and indeed of all 
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modern history, with a clear and novel light. And, while the 
editor is in duty bound to make the most formal disclaimer pos- 
sible of any intention or disposition on his part to accept this 
light as final, he is sure that he will have the approval of all 
intelligent and candid readers for transmitting it to them exact- 
ly as it comes to him, without assuming in any way either to in- 
tensify or to mitigate it. It is tolerably certain that, at the time 
treated of in these letters and in the Diary, neither Mr. Stanton 
nor the diarist, nor indeed any man, no matter what his opinions or 
his powers may have been, can have been in possession of all the 
facts essential to forming a truly just judgment of the men, or a 
truly wise opinion as to the tendencies of the hour ; nor can we 
flatter ourselves with occupying a better position in regard to 
either, until we shall have exhausted all possible means of securing 
all possible information as to both. — Editoe.] 

Washington, March 14, 1861. 
Dear Sie : Your favor was received last evening. I shall take 
care of it, so that when required it may be returned. There is no 
doubt of Sumter being evacuated ; report says the order has gone, 
but that I think is doubtful. You will have noticed the resolution 
introduced yesterday by Mr. Douglas in the Senate. That looks 
like a comprehensive platform for relinquishing everything in the 
seceded States, and even those who sympathize with them. To me 
it seems like the first steps toward a strictly Northern non-slave- 
holding confederacy. In the last ten days nothing has occurred 
here, to my knowledge, but what you will see in the newspapers. 
There has been no further action in respect to the Supreme Judge- 
ship. It is generally understood that Crittendon will not be nomi- 
nated. Judge Campbell has reconsidered his resignation, and will 
not resign immediately. The Court adjourns to-day. I am now 
writing in the Supreme Court-room. If the Court ever reassembles 
there will be considerable change in its organization. Judge Grier 
went home sick two days ago. Judge McLean is reported to be 
quite ill. Lincoln will probably (if his Administration continues 
four years) make a change that will affect the constitutional doc- 
trines of the Court. The pressure for office continues unabated. 
Every department is overrun, and by the time that all the patronage 
is distributed the Republican party will be dissolved. I hope that 
peace and tranquillity, with cessation from your intense labors, will 
long preserve you in health and happiness. 

Yours truly, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 
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P. S. — The Supreme Court have just decided Mrs. Gaines's case 
in her favor, four Judges to three. The Chief Justice, Grier, and 
Catron dissenting. They have also decided that the Federal Gov- 
ernment have no power to coeree the Governor of a State to return 
a fugitive from justice, although it is his duty to comply with the 
demand. Yours, E. M. S. 

Washinotoit, April 8, 1861. 

Dear Sib: Although a considerable period has elapsed since 
the date of my last letter to you, nothing has transpired here of in- 
terest but what is fully detailed in the newspapers. Mr. Toucey 
left here last week ; Judge Black is still in the city. General Dix 
made a short visit at the request of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Mr. Holt, I think, is still here, but I have not seen him for several 
days. You of course saw Thompson's answer and Mr. Holt's reply. 
I have not had any intercourse with any of the present Cabinet, ex- 
cept a few brief interviews with Mr. Bates, the Attorney-General, 
on business connected with his department. Mr. Lincoln I have 
not seen. He is said to be very much broken down with the pres- 
sure that is upon him in respect to appointments. 

The policy of the Administration in respect to the seceding States 
remains in obscurity. There has been a rumor for the last two or 
three days that, notwithstanding all that has been said, there will 
be an effort to reenf orce Fort Sumter. But I do not believe a word 
of it. The special messenger, Colonel Lamon, told me that he was 
satisfied it could not be done. 

The new loan has been bid for at better rates than I anticipated, 
and I perceive General Dix was one of the largest bidders at the 
highest rates. The new tariff bill seems to give the Administration 
great trouble ; and luckily it is a measure of their own. The first 
month of the Administration seems to have furnished an ample 
vindication of your policy, and to have rendered all occasion of 
other defense needless. The rumors from Richmond are very 
threatening ; secession is rapidly gaining strength there. Hoping 
that you are in the enjoyment of good health and happiness, 
I remain as ever, yours, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 

P. S. 12 o'clock. — The Secretary of the Treasury has determined 
to reject all the bids for the new loan under $94. . . . He could 
have obtained the whole amount at ninety-three and a half. Kiggs 



4:16 TEE NORTE AMERICAN REVIEW. 

thinks the Secretary has made a great mistake in not taking the 
whole sum, and that he will not get as good terms at ninety-three 
and a half in future. There are no hids here taken. E. M. S. 

Washington, April 12, 1861. 
Dear Sir : We have the war upon 'us. The telegraphic news 
of this morning you will have seen before this reaches you. The 
impression here is held by many — 

1. That the effort to reenforce will be a failure. 

2. That in less than twenty -four hours from this time Anderson 
will have surrendered. 

3. That in less than thirty days Davis will be in possession of 
Washington. Yours truly, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 
Bis Excellency James Buchanan. 

Washington, May 11, 1861. 

Deae Sie : Your letter by Mr. Magraw was received, and I 
designed to send an answer by him, but he left here without my 
knowledge. On the 24th of April, the day after the Baltimore riot, 
and again on blue Tuesday, the day before the arrival of the New 
York regiments, I wrote to you. 

These letters will probably reach you some time, if they have 
not already arrived ; but I regret their miscarriage, as they kept up 
a regular chain of Washington events from the date of Lincoln's 
first proclamation after the capture of Sumter, and since that time 
incidents have passed so rapidly that I can not recall them in their 
order. 

The fling of Mr. F. W. Seward about "negotiations" would 
merit a retort if there were an independent press, and the state of 
the times admitted discussion of such matters. The negotiations 
carried on by Mr. Seward with the Confederate Commissioners 
through Judge Campbell and Judge Nelson will some day, perhaps, 
be brought to light, and, if they were as has been represented to 
me, Mr. Seward and the Lincoln Administration will not be in a 
position to make sneering observations respecting any negotiations 
during your Administration. It was in reference to these that 
Jefferson Davis, in his message, spoke with so much severity. You 
no doubt observed his allusion to informal negotiations through a 
person holding a high station in the Government of the United 
States, and which were participated in by other persons holding 
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stations equally high. I have understood that Judge Campbell was 
the person alluded to, and that Judge Nelson, and perhaps Catron, 
were the other persons cognizant of Mr. Seward's assurances respect- 
ing the evacuation of Fort Sumter. Mr. Holt is still here ; Judge 
Black has been absent some weeks, but returned night before last. Mr. 
Holt stays at home pretty closely, and I have met him very seldom, 
though I occasionally hear of his visiting some of the departments. 
The state of affairs is tolerably well detailed in the public prints. 
But no description could convey to you the panic that prevailed 
here for several days after the Baltimore riot, and before communi- 
cations were reopened. This was increased by reports of the trepi- 
dation of Lincoln that were circulated through the streets. Almost 
every family packed up their effects. Women and children were 
sent away in great numbers ; provisions advanced to famine prices. 
In a great measure the alarm has passed away, but there is still a 
deep apprehension that before long the city is doomed to be the 
scene of battle and carnage. In respect to the military operations 
going on or contemplated, little is known until the results are an- 
nounced in the newspapers. General Scott seems to have carte 
blanche. He is, in fact, the Government, and, if his health contin- 
ues, vigorous measures are anticipated. For the last few days I 
have been moving my family, my former residence being made un- 
pleasant by troops and hospitals surrounding me. In the present 
state of affairs I do not like to leave home, or I would pay you a 
visit ; but no one knows what may happen any day, or how soon 
communications may be again interrupted. Marching and drilling 
are going on all day in every street. The troops that have arrived 
here are in general fine-looking, able-bodied, active men, well 
equipped, and apparently ready and willing for the service in which 
they are engaged. Your cordial concurrence in the disposition to 
maintain the Government and resist aggression gives great satis- 
faction, and I am pleased to observe a letter from you in the " Intel- 
ligencer " of this morning. I beg you to present my compliments 
to Miss Lane. There are many stories afloat among the ladies in 
the city that would amuse her, but, as they are no doubt told her 
by lady correspondents, it is needless for me to repeat them. I hope 
you may continue in the enjoyment of good health, and remain 
with sincere regard, 

Tours truly, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 

vol. cxxix. — no. 276. 32 
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Washington, May 19, 1861. 

Dear Sir : You will see in the New York papers Judge Camp- 
bell's report of the negotiation between himself and Mr. Seward, to 
which I ref erred in my letter of last week. They had been related to 
me by the Judge, about the time they closed. Mr. Seward's silence 
will not relieve him from the imputation of deceit and double dealing 
in the minds of many, although I do not believe it can justly be 
imputed to him. I have no doubt he believed that Sumter would be 
evacuated, as he stated it would be. But the war-party overruled 
him with Lincoln, and he was forced to give up, but could not give 
up his office. That is a sacrifice no Republican will be apt to make. 
But this correspondence shows that Mr. Frederick Seward was not 
in the line of truth when he said that negotiations ceased on the 4th 
of March. The " New York Evening Post " is very severe on Judge 
Campbell, and very unjustly so, for the Judge has been as anxiously 
and patriotically earnest to preserve the Government as any man 
in the United States, and he has sacrificed more than any Southern 
man rather than yield to the secessionists. I regret the treatment 
he has received from Mr. Seward and the " Post." 

Nothing new has transpired here since my last letter. I am per- 
fectly convinced that an attack will be made and a battle fought for 
this city before long. 

With sincere regard, I remain yours truly, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 
His Excellency James Buchanan. 

Washington, June 8, 1861. 
Deae Sie : Your friends here are very much gratified by Judge 
Black's report of improvement in your health. The accounts we 
have had occasioned a great deal of solicitude concerning you ; but 
I trust that you may now be speedily restored. I have not written 
to you for some time, because there was nothing to communicate 
that would cheer or gratify you. While every patriot has rejoiced 
at the enthusiastic spirit with which the nation has aroused to main- 
tain its existence and honor, the peculation and fraud that immedi- 
ately spring up, to prey upon the volunteers and grasp the public 
money as plunder and spoil, have created a strong feeling of loathing 
and disgust. And no sooner had the appearance of imminent dan- 
ger passed away, and the Administration recovered from its panic, 
than a determination became manifest to give a strict party direc- 
tion, as far as possible, to the great national movement. After a 
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few Democratic appointments, as Butler and Dix, everything else 
has been exclusively devoted to black Republican interests. This 
has already excited a strong reactionary feeling not only in New 
York, but in the Western States. General Dix informs me that he 
has been so badly treated by Cameron, and so disgusted by the gen- 
eral course of the Administration, that he intends immediately to re- 
sign. This will be followed by a withdrawal of financial confidence 
and support to a very great extent. Indeed, the course of things for 
the last four weeks has been such as to excite distrust in every de- 
partment of the Government. The military movements, or rather 
inaction, also excite great apprehension. It is believed that Davis 
and Beauregard are both in this vicinity — one at Harper's Ferry, 
the other at Manassas Gap — and that they can concentrate over 
sixty thousand troops. Our whole force does not exceed forty-five 
thousand. It is also reported that discord exists between the Cab- 
inet and General Scott in respect to important points of strategy. 

Our condition, therefore, seems to be one of even greater dan- 
ger than at any former period, for the consequence of success by 
the secessionists would be far more extensive and irremediable than 
if the Capitol had been seized weeks ago. Ould is reported as 
having gone off and joined the secessionists. Harvey, the new 
Minister to Spain, it is discovered, was a correspondent with the 
secessionists, and communicated the designs and operations of the 
Government to Judge McGrath. It is supposed he will be recalled. 
Cassius Clay has been playing the fool at London, by writing let- 
ters to the "Times," which that paper treats with ridicule and con- 
tempt. The impression here is, that the decided and active coun- 
tenance and support of the British Government will be given to 
the Southern Confederacy. Mr. Holt is still here, but I seldom see 
him. Judge Black is also here. I should have visited you, but 
dare not leave town even for one night. Our troops have slept on 
their arms nearly every night for a week, anticipating attack. 

Hoping to hear of your restoration to good health, 
I remain, as ever, truly yours, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 

Washington, June 12, 1861. 
Deab Sir : I had written to you the day before your letter was 
received, and am very glad to learn that your health is still improv- 
ing. Shortly after the 4th of March I saw Mr. Weaver, and told 
him to let me know, in case there should appear any disposition to 
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interfere with him, and I would exert myself to have him retained. 
He expressed himself so confidently of his security, that any inter- 
position of mine would have appeared gratuitous, if not imperti- 
nent. But, before your last letter reached here, he called and said 
he had been removed. He said he did not desire to be reinstated 
in it, preferring to enter the military service, and desiring a cap- 
tain's commission. While I think his restoration might be accom- 
plished, the other is more doubtful, as it is generally understood 
that Mr. Cameron has bestowed all the military posts. I shall, how- 
ever, do all in my power to accomplish what Mr. Weaver desires, on 
account of the interest you take in his welfare. We have this 
morning disastrous news from Fortress Monroe. The rumor is that 
the sacrifice of life at Bethel Bridge was very great, and it is in a 
great measure attributed to the incompetence of the commanding 
officer. There is much reason to fear that other disasters from simi- 
lar cause will occur. The recent appointments in the army are 
generally spoken of with great disapprobation. General Dix is 
very much chagrined with the treatment he has received from the 
War Department, and on Saturday I had a letter declaring his in- 
tention to resign immediately. He would in my opinion be a serious 
loss to the service. The rumored appointment of Cummings of the 
" Bulletin," as brigadier-general and quartermaster-general, has pro- 
duced very general dissatisfaction and distrust. The appointment 
has been announced as having been certainly made, but I do not 
believe that it has been. I had a letter this week from your friend 
General Harney. He feels himself very badly treated by the Admin- 
istration. Last month he was ordered to Washington without any 
reason but suspicion of his loyalty. Being satisfied on that point, he 
was restored to his command, and. is now again superseded, without 
any explanation, and is disgraced by being left without any command. 
Since this letter was commenced, the brother of General Butler has 
arrived from Fort Monroe, and reports the whole loss of our 
troops at fourteen killed and forty-four wounded. This is so 
greatly below the former reports, which set down our loss at over 
one thousand, that it affords great relief. There is great anxiety 
to hear from Harper's Ferry. The movement in that direction a few 
days ago, you have no doubt seen in the papers. Much appre- 
hension is felt here, as to the expedition, and there is some uneasi- 
ness lest an attack on this city will be induced by withdrawal of so 
large a portion of the military force. 

Harvey's treachery is much talked of. The foreign indications 
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by yesterday's steamer are considered more favorable than hereto- 
fore. 

I beg you to present my compliments to Miss Lane, and with 
sincere regard, 

I remain yours truly, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 

Washington, July 16, 1861. 
Dear Sib : Your favor, with the continuation of the historical 
sketch, was duly received. Last evening Judge Black and General 
Dix met at my house and consulted together in regard to it. "We 
concur in opinion that a publication at present would accomplish no 
good. The public mind is too much excited on other topics to give 
attention to the past, and it would only afford occasion for fresh, 
malignant attacks upon you. ... At all events a stronger impression 
will hereafter be produced when the public feeling is more tranquil. 
The narration appears to me to be a clear and accurate statement of 
the events of the period to which it relates, with one exception of 
no material consequence, in respect to which, the recollection of 
Judge Black, General Dix, and myself is somewhat different 
from the statement. Speaking of the order to the Brooklyn 
not to disembark the forces sent to Pickens, unless that fort were 
attacked, you mention it as having been made with the entire una- 
nimity of your Cabinet and the approval of General Scott. That he 
approved it is fully shown by Mr. Holt's note to you; but our recol- 
lection is, that in the Cabinet it was opposed by Judge Black, Gen- 
eral Dix, and myself. I do not know that there is now any reason 
to question the wisdom of the measure. It may have saved Pick- 
ens from immediate attack at that time ; and I have understood 
that General Scott says that Pickens could not have been success- 
fully defended if it had then been attacked, and that he speaks of 
this as a blunder of the Confederates. In this view, the wisdom of 
the measure is fully vindicated ; and at the time it was supported 
by the Secretary of "War and Secretary of the Navy, to whose de- 
partments the subject appertained. So far, however, as your Ad- 
ministration is concerned, its policy in reference to both Sumter 
and Pickens is fully vindicated by the course of the present Admin- 
istration for forty days after the inauguration of Lincoln. No use 
was made of the means that had been prepared for reenforcing 
Sumter. A Republican Senator informed me, a short time ago, 
that General Scott personally urged him to consent to the evacua- 
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tion of both Sumter and Pickens; and it is a fact of general noto- 
riety, published in all the papers at the time and never contradicted, 
that not only the General, but other military men who were con- 
sulted, were in favor of that measure. Whatever may be said 
.... now, I think that the public will be disposed to do full 
justice to your efforts to avert the calamity of civil war ; and 
every month for a long time to come will, I am afraid, furnish 
fresh evidence of the magnitude of that calamity. The impression 
that Mr. Weaver had received an army appointment proved to be 
a mistake ; it was another Weaver who was appointed. General 
Dix is still here. He has been shamefully treated by the Adminis- 
tration. We are expecting a general battle to be commenced at 
Fairfax to-day, and conflicting opinions of the result are enter- 
tained. 

With sincere regard, I remain, as ever, 

Truly yours, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 
His Excellency James Bttohan an. 

Washimqton, July 26, 1861. 

Dear Sie : Three days ago I received the inclosed letters under 
cover addressed to me. Upon reading the first sentence, I perceived 
there must be some mistake, and, turning over the leaf, saw that 
the address was to Judge Black, and I therefore return them un- 
read. I should have handed them to him, but have not seen him 
since they were received, and am informed that he left here some 
days ago. The dreadful disaster of Sunday can scarcely be men- 
tioned. The imbecility of this Administration culminated in that 
catastrophe — an irretrievable misfortune and national disgrace 
never to be forgotten are to be added to the ruin of all peaceful 
pursuits and national bankruptcy as the result of Lincoln's "run- 
ning the machine " for five months. You perceive that Bennett 
is for a change of the Cabinet, and proposes for one of the new 
Cabinet Mr. Holt. ... It is not unlikely that some change in the 
War and Navy Departments may take place, but none beyond 
these two departments until Jefferson Davis turns out the whole 
concern. The capture of Washington seems now to be inevitable 
— during the whole of Monday and Tuesday it might have been 
taken without any resistance. The rout, overthrow, and utter 
demoralization of the whole army is complete. Even now I doubt 
whether any serious opposition to the entrance of the Confeder- 
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ate forces could be offered. While Lincoln, Scott, and the Cabi- 
net are disputing who is to blame, the city is unguarded and the 
enemy at hand. General McClellan reached here last evening. 
But, if he had the ability of Csesar, Alexander, or Napoleon, what 
can he accomplish ? Will not Scott's jealousy, Cabinet intrigues, 
Republican interference, thwart him at every step ? While hoping 
for the best, I can not shut my eyes against the dangers that beset 
the Government, and especially this city. It is certain that Davis 
was in the field on Sunday, and the Secessionists here assert that 
he headed in person the last victorious charge. General Drx is in 
Baltimore. After three weeks' neglect and insult he was sent there. 
The warm debate between Douglas's friend Richardson and Ken- 
tucky Burnett has attracted some interest, but has been attended 
with no bellicose result. Since this note was commenced, the morn- 
ing paper has come in, and I see that McClellan did not arrive last 
night, as I was informed he had. General Lee was after him, but 
will have to wait awhile before they can meet. 

Yours truly, 

Edwik M. Stanton. 
His Excellency James Buchanan. 



